
Wiccan Handfastings 
 A handfasting is a Wiccan wedding, and 
the name of the rite is short for “hand-fastening.” 
This refers to the tradition of tying the couple’s 
hands (one left, one right), usually with a red 
ribbon or cord. 
 Handfastings are religious ceremonies, 
conducted within a fully-cast Circle - and they 
can be legal, too, if the clergy are authorized to 
sign marriage licenses in their county/state. 
 Some couples send out conventional 
invitations and follow the rite with the reception 
that many guests expect. Some couples wear 
standard wedding garb, while others dress in 
ritual robes. These details, and others, such as 
where and when to hold the rite, are up to the 
people [literally] tying the knot.1 
 Handfastings are usually conducted by a 
priestess and a priest, but either a priest or 
priestess may officiate if only one clergyperson 
can be present. 
 Here is how the elements of handfasting 
fit into the Order of Circle. Some suggestions for 
liturgical passages are included, but couples 
should feel free to substitute or include wording 
appropriate to their own Tradition or practice, 
and selections (including music!) meaningful to 
them.  
 
Cleanse the ritual space physically and spiritually; 

decorate as desired 
 

Cast the Circle with Fire, cleanse with Salt and 
Water, and charge with Air 

 
Call the Quarters 

                                                        
1 If binding the couple’s left and right wrists together is 
not possible, each may wear a loosely knotted cord 
around their wrist, and exchange those cords at the end 
of the rite. (Adjust the consecration as necessary.) 

Invoke or invite the Goddess and God 
Great Mother, Horned One, 

be here now, and with your spirit 
hallow this Circle. 

Consecrate this couple and their union; 
bless them as they rejoice 

in your love and their own. 
 
 The priest/ess calls upon “two who would 
bind and sanctify their marriage” to enter the 
Circle. This is the point at which the “walking 
down the aisle” music is played. It stops when the 
couple reach the altar. 
 The priest/ess announces that “We are 
gathered here to celebrate this couple’s 
handfasting, which symbolizes the union of their 
hearts and souls. This rite will join them in 
perfect love and perfect trust.” After a pause, the 
priest/ess says, “If there are none who say nay, 
this couple shall be handfasted.” 
 The priest/ess speaks to the couple: “You 
have declared your love for one another, and 
made a commitment to create and live in an 
atmosphere of care and respect, and to share 
yourselves in a spirit of partnership.  
 The handfasting cord(s) are blessed with 
each Element, and the priest/ess says, “Be this 
cord now and hereby consecrated to the service of 
perfect love and perfect trust, blessed by the 
Goddess and the God and their dance of life, and 
with the love and friendship this couple holds for 
each other.” 
 If the couple’s wrists can be bound 
together, the priest/ess may say “No hand is ever 
fastened but the heart’s already bound, and ne’er a 
couple’s destined without the cord be wound. By 
strands of wyrd you are united, bound to be no 
more divided.” 
 If two cords are used, the priest/ess may 
say, “These cords are twins, as are your hearts 
and souls, and when tied, like you, they will be 

whole. By strands of wyrd you are united, bound 
to be no more divided.” 
 The couple then say to each other, “You 
complete my Circle as I complete yours.” 
 With whatever wording is appropriate, 
the priest/ess asks each of the parties whether 
they will acknowledge each other as life-partners, 
and each of them replies that they will. Then the 
priest/ess asks, “What tokens do you bring to 
stand for your partnership.” 
 The couple indicate that they have 
brought rings (or some other token) for each 
other. The priest/ess blesses the rings2, saying 
“These rings are without beginning and without 
end, like our Circle, like your love, like the spiral 
dance of Life. On your fingers they represent 
constancy and eternity. Your rings are 
unchanging, that the circles of your life and love 
may continue to expand as you dance through 
your lives together.” 
 The couple then reads or recites their 
vows to each other. 
 At each Quarter, the priest/ess asks the 
Elements to witness the vows: 
 
Hail East! Record their vows upon the wind, and 

give them the clear vision of morning breezes!  
 

Hail South! Record their vows in flame, and 
give this couple the tenderness of a single candle 

in the darkness!  
 

Hail West! Record their vows upon the waves, 
and give this couple the nurturing rhythm of the 

peaceful tides! 
 

Hail North! Record their vows upon the face of 
the Earth, and give this couple the patience and 

wisdom of the eons! 

                                                        
2 If the tokens are not rings, the symbolism will be 
different. Change the wording as appropriate. 



 The priest/ess hails the Spiral Dance, 
asking Spirit to witness the couple’s vows, and to 
“bless this couple with your charge: that they 
keep pure their highest ideals, and bear the love 
they have for each other into the Worlds.” 
 The couple says, “We are blessed, and 
accept the Elements’ gifts and Spirit’s charge.” 
 The priest/ess concludes the rite with 
these traditional passages: 

Gracious Triple Goddess and Horned God, 
attest to the fastening of these hands and souls! 
I call upon the Circle and the Altar to attest it, 

and upon the Moon and the Sun. 
While the forms are divided, 
may the hearts cling together, 

sorrow with sorrow and joy with joy. 
May no danger molest and no malice disturb! 

Above you are the stars, below you are the stones. 
As time passes, remember: 

like the stars should you love be bright; 
like the stones should your love be firm. 

Have no fear, and let not the words 
of the unenlightened make you uneasy, 

for the Goddess and God are with you always. 
_____ and ____, I declare you wed and fastened, 

hand to hand, heart to heart, 
soul to soul, and mind to mind! 

And now … share your first handfasted kiss! 
 

The couple consecrates the “ale.” 
The couple bless the cake3  

  
 If there is a broom, the clergy will lay it 
down at the door of the Circle (bristles to the 
North), and when they leave the Circle, the 
couple hops/jumps over it.4 (Music?) 

                                                        
3 Ideally, the “cake” is a mini-version of a wedding 
cake. A fancy-frosted cupcake will be fine. 
 
4 Jumping the broom is an African tradition, but it is a 
Celtic tradition, too. It symbolizes a peaceful and 
trouble-free home, so most Wiccan couples include it. 

 The clergy will close the Circle in the 
usual way, after the couple have left.  

 
Thank the Goddess and God 

 
Farewell the Quarters 

 
Release the Circle 

 
  
 
 
 
 Wiccan handfastings, whether they are 
legal weddings or not, are sacred rites, symbolic 
and meaningful in many ways. Family members 
and friends of other faiths can recognize many 
familiar elements in the ceremony (and it’s a 
good idea to have tissues handy, in case anyone’s 
moved to tears). Anyone attending a handfasting 
should show the same respect they would for 
their own faith’s religious rites.  
 Wiccan clergy are usually happy to 
answer any questions … as long as no one 
interrupts the ritual to ask them. 
 It is also appropriate to  
 RSVP if you got an invitation 
 dress up a bit 
 bring wedding gifts 
 be quiet and attentive during the rite 
 applaud when the couple kiss 
 congratulate the happy couple 
 remember the anniversary and send a 
card. 

For more information, contact 
Mother Earth Ministries-ATC 

Post Office Box 35906 
Tucson, Arizona   85740-5906 

 

                                                                                         
It is also customary for the newly-handfasted couple to 
leave the Circle before it is closed. 

 
 

Mother Earth Ministries-ATC 

talks a bit about 

WICCAN HANDFASTINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Many inmates have asked Mother Earth 
Ministries about handfastings. This brochure 
answers many of their questions. Like other 
Wiccan rites, handfastings must be adapted to 
prisons’ restrictions, and the rite as set forth here 
does accommodate many of them. Some facilities 
may require additional changes, but the liturgy 
should be appropriate virtually everywhere. 
 If you want to organize a handfasting  
behind bars (for a couple of any description), this 
brochure gives you a place to start.   
 For more information, write to us at the 
address on the back, or get in touch through our 
website: 
 

www.MotherEarthMinistries.org 


